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California Health and Safety Code Section 101060

The county health officer may designate a 

nonprofit food distribution agency to 

coordinate and facilitate the donation of food 

and food products to nonprofit, charitable 

corporations, from available sources, 

including restaurants, grocery stores, or food 

distributors.



Feeding America 

Map the Meal Gap









Waste Not OC Seal



Anaheim School Pilot

Pick Ups by Yellow cab



• Support from the Board of Supervisors:  $100,000/year

• Support from United Way of Orange County: $50,000/year 

2014-2016

• 7 Kaiser Permanente hospitals in Orange and Los Angeles counties are now 

giving unserved meals. Anaheim, Irvine, Downey, Los Angeles, South Bay, 

Panorama City and Woodland Hills 

• National Recognition:  APHA, NACCHO, NACo, NEHA, National 

Geographic, Food Safety Summit

• Jurisdictions interested in WNOC: Los Angeles, San Diego, Long Beach, 

San Bernardino, Kern, Marin, Alameda, Riverside, Harris County, New 

Haven, CT



Food Recovery
Educate restaurants and 

grocery stores on the Good 

Samaritan Act to increase 

food donations.

Food Distribution
Connect those in need with 

pantries that 

provide wholesome food.

Identify Those in Need
Start asking the questions if  

individuals are facing food 

insecurity.



Outreach Logistics Innovation

- HCA Environmental 
Inspectors 

- Industry distributor sales 
reps. 

- Trade/server ops.

- WNOC coordinator

- Best Practices for Food 
Handlers

- Build upon current 
resources/partners

- For food recovery and 
distribution 

- Food recovery software

- Food recovery kitchen

Bulk Food

repurposing     repackaging

Culinary skills

Training program for: 

vets, trouble, youth 

FOOD RECOVERY



From the Guy who always says …………….

To …………………………………….………….

Networking & 

Communication



• Today… Waste Not OC has been integrated 

into our Food Safety Publication Newsletters 

• In Fact, Food recovery is part of the food safety 

culture for OC Environmental Health…..



David Lazarus Los Angeles Times Reporter

2016





Source: Food Waste Reduction Alliance 2014 Report



Source: Food Waste Reduction Alliance 2014 Report



SUPER POLLUTANT REDUCTION ACT

SB 1383
+ 40% reduction in methane levels by 2030

+ ~20% reduction of edible food waste

+ Most aggressive law to tackle SLCPs in the country

SOLID WASTE: ORGANIC WASTE
AB 1826
+ Decomposing organic waste major source of GHGs

+ Business must recycle 75% of their organic waste by 

2020

+ Redirects resources to composting/digestive ops, save 

landfill space, reduce emissions



EXPANSION OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 

LAW

AB 1219

SCHOOL FOOD DONATION
SB 557

STANDARDIZED DATE LABELING 

VOLUNTARY PROGRAM

AB 954

PENDING LEGISLATION



• Food Industry Leaders See Food Waste/ Recovery as a concern 
BUT also see the benefits:

• As a Social Concern - Feeding those in need

• As a Green Initiative Concern

• Waste & Recycling

• Water Saving- Drought

• The other “GREEN” Incentive: Money $$$$

• Truly a “Win-Win-Win” situation

• Environmental Health Needs to be Ready to Address & Answer:

• Food Safety Questions

• Issues not Spelled out in Cal Code (Pantry 
permitting/exemptions)

• “Expired” Food

• Specialized training for Food Transporting Volunteers

FUTURE TRENDS



BARRIERS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SPECIALISTS?

1. TIME

2. MONEY

3. CLEARER LAWS/ 

EXPECTATION



So many dreams at first seem 

impossible. And then they seem 

improbable. And then when we 

summon the will, they soon become 

inevitable.

Christopher Reeve

The Don Quixote Principle

Waste Not OC Key 

Contacts:

Mike Learakos

Executive Director

mlearakos@wastenotoc.org

Rachel Otair

Program Manager

rotair@wastenotoc.org
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